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NOTES FROM PACIFIC COAST OBSERVATORIES 

Recent Observations of Some of the Novae 

Nova Cygni of 1920 (Denning) 

A photograph of this star on April 19, 1922, with the 10-inch 
Bruce telescope shows it as a very small hazy object — like a 
minute nebula — quite different from the other small stars of 
similar brightness near it. Visually, on April 22 of the present 
year, with the 40-inch telescope, it appeared like a very small 
whitish nebula without any stellar image. The best focus for it 
was 3 mm. outside the normal focus, but it was not then stellar. 
The measured diameter was 2".l. At 18 mm. outside the nor- 
mal focus the image was a large, ill-defined disc with a very 
small, elusive, dark center, giving it the appearance of a very 
thick annulus. 

Nova Aquilae of 1918 

Turning immediately to Nova Aquilce (1918), th ; s object 
was almost exactly a counterpart of Nova Cygni in size, color, 
haziness and brightness. In the 4-inch finder it was about 9.9 
magnitude on the H. C. O. scale, while with a power of 460 on 
the 40-inch it was about 9.5 magnitude on the same scale. There 
was no difference between its focus and that of a neighboring 
star. 

Miss Mackie's Nova Ophiuchi (a 18 h 10 m ; 8 + 11°35') 

This star was examined on April 18 of this year. It was 
about one-half magnitude less bright than at the last observa- 
tions in November of last year. It was perhaps as well defined 
as the other stars, but the seeing was not good enough to be 
certain. 

Nova Persei of 1901 

After remaining bright for a long time, this star rather sud- 
denly began to fade and dropped below 14th magnitude. The 
following observations are selected to show this change. 
1922, Jan. 31 d 8 h 45 m C. S.T. 12.6 mag. 
Mar. 21 8 10 " 14.1 " 

E. E. Barnard. 
Yerkes Observatory, 
Williams Bay, Wisconsin. 
1922, April 24. 
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Barnard's Merope Nebula 

Photographed at the Allegheny Observatory 

Plate VII 



